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Content:

Influencing the judicial system and
sentencing metal thieves

- Your experience

- British experience




Wi BRITISH
=(®):> TRANSPORT
s POLICE

Experiences

 Please share your experience

— Successes
— Problems
— Solutions
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3 stage approach

Letters
Magistrates

Presentations

Magistrates Specialist

Prosecutors and
Policy leads




Results

A judge at Southwark Crown Court has imposed jail sentences totalling 21 years and six months on a
gang of seven metal thieves who, amongst other things, posed as communication workers to steal BT

cables. At least one of their offences, the theft of a cable connecting two hospitals, had significant
potential to put lives at risk by compromising patient care.

The longest jail terms were imposed on the gang’s ringleader, Stephen Fraser, 52, who was
sentenced to five years, and his assistant William House, 45, who got four years.

Passing sentence at Southwark Crown Court, London, the judge said:

“I have no doubt that it is necessary to impose deterrent sentences in each case.
“The country has a real and very grave problem with metal theft.
“I must send out a clear message that those who are tempted to make easy money by

stealing metal will, when caught, be punished by immediate and substantial custodial
sentences.”
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Metal thieves sentenced to
3 years in jail

Cable thieves sent to jail after being
caught red-handed
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Questions?
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